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World Languages Curriculum                               2014 

District Mission Statement 
The Flemington-Raritan Regional School District provides our students with an exceptional education, empowering 

them to become problem solvers, collaborators and critical thinkers. The district creates a culture in which 

students act responsibly and communicate effectively in preparing to become productive citizens in a changing, 

global society. 

 It is the expectation of the Flemington-Raritan School District that all pupils achieve the New Jersey Core 

Curriculum Content Standards at all grade levels. 

 

World Language Program description 

Philosophy 
 Language and communication are essential components of the human experience. Our children must develop and 

maintain linguistic proficiency in English and in a second language, as well as knowledge and understanding of 

multicultural perspectives and practices, in order to communicate successfully in a pluralistic American society and 

abroad.  

21st Century Skills 
Our program supports the New Jersey World Language Education in the 21st Century statement:  “New Jersey 

citizens are part of a dynamic, interconnected, and technologically driven global society centered on the creation 

and communication of knowledge and ideas across geographical, cultural, and linguistic borders. Individuals who 

effectively communicate in more than one language, with an appropriate understanding of cultural contexts, are 

globally literate and possess the attributes reflected in the mission and vision for world languages education.”  

Students in grades seven and eight participate in a full year of Spanish or French program offered every other day 

on an A/B day schedule, each period consisting of 78 minutes of instruction. Students who complete this program 

successfully are eligible for Level 2 of their studied language upon entering high school. 
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Vision 
Upon completion of a two-year World Language program, students will be able to communicate at the Novice-Mid 

level (memorized language) in a variety of familiar topics.  They will be prepared to meet the challenges of more 

advanced language study at the high school level. Our students will grow to become active citizens in a dynamic 

world-wide society, and will utilize their communicative skills in Spanish or French to successfully meet the 

challenges and opportunities of the 21st-century global workplace.  

 

Mission 
The World Language program at the Flemington-Raritan School District develops students’ communicative skills in 

Spanish or French and fosters their awareness of other cultures. Students interpret spoken and written 

language, interact with others and engage in meaningful conversations, and present information, concepts, and ideas 

to an audience of peers.  They gain an understanding of the perspectives and practices of other cultures and realize 

the presence of those cultures in our community. They compare the language and culture studied with their own, 

and participate in authentic and enriching cultural activities.  Through language study, they make connections with 

other content areas, integrate technology while conducting research and presenting findings, and develop critical 

thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and creative skills. Students become aware of grammatical and syntactical 

accuracy through meaningful context, clear and brief explanations, and extension activities with real-world 

application. The program is student-centered and takes into account the interests and ability levels of all students. 

Framework 
The Flemington Raritan School District’s World Language program is designed according to the standards 

established by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and the New Jersey Core 

Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages (7.1), as presented on the New Jersey World Language Model 

Curriculum.  The ACTFL developed Performance Descriptors for Language Learners, which explain how language 

learners use language across five ranges of performance: Novice (low, mid, high), Intermediate (low, mid, high), 

Advanced (low, mid, high), Superior, and Distinguished.  There are three modes of communication within each of the 

first three ranges: Interpretive (listening and reading), Interpersonal (speaking, listening, reading and writing) and 
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Presentational (speaking and writing). There are five Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI’s) within each mode of 

communication. At the Flemington-Raritan School District students develop the Novice-Mid level of communication. 

The Novice-Mid language learner understands and communicates at the word level and can independently and 

spontaneously identify and recognize memorized words and phrases that bring meaning to text. Students 

communicate using memorized words and phrases to talk about familiar topics such as self, school, and home. The 

Novice-Mid language learner communicates in the three modes and appropriately performs the tasks within the five 

CPI’s. 

Codes: 7.1 (World Language)   NM (Novice-Mid)  A (Interpretive Mode)  B (Interpersonal Mode)                                   

C (Presentational Mode) 1,2,3,4,5 (Cumulative Progress Indicators) 

Novice Mid- Interpretive Mode: 
 The mode of communication in which students demonstrate understanding of spoken and written communication 

within the appropriate cultural context. Examples of one-way reading or listening include cultural interpretations of 

print, video, and online texts, movies, radio and television broadcasts, and speeches. The Novice-Mid language 

learner understands and communicates at the word level and can independently identify and recognize memorized 

words and phrases that bring meaning to text. 
7.1.NM.A.1 

Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic information sources 

related to targeted themes. Include books, tapes, videos, games, and realia that have been produced for use by native speakers of the 

target language.  

7.1.NM.A.2 

Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests through appropriate physical response. 

7.1.NM.A.3 

Recognize a few common gestures and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s). 

7.1.NM.A.4 

Identify familiar people, places, and objects based on simple oral and/or written descriptions. 

7.1.NM.A.5 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages using age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials on 

familiar topics. 
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Novice-Mid  Interpersonal Mode:  
The mode of communication in which students engage in direct oral and/ or written communication with others (e.g., 

conversing face-to-face, participating in online discussions or videoconferences, instant messaging and text 

messaging, exchanging personal letters or e-mail messages). The Novice-Mid language learner understands and 

communicates at the word level and can use memorized words and phrases independently. 
7.1.NM.B.1 

 Use digital tools to exchange basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level related to self and targeted themes. 

7.1.NM.B.2 

Give and follow simple oral and written directions, commands, and requests when participating in age-appropriate classroom and 

cultural activities. 

7.1.NM.B.3 

Imitate appropriate gestures and intonation of the target culture(s)/language during greetings,  leave-takings, and daily 

interactions. 

7.1.NM.B.4 

 Ask and respond to simple questions, make requests, and express preferences using memorized words and phrases. 

7.1.NM.B.5 

 Exchange information using words, phrases, and short sentences practiced in class on familiar topics or on topics studied in other 

content areas. 

 

Novice-Mid Presentational Mode:  
The mode of communication in which students present, through oral and/or written communications, 

information, concepts and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers with whom there is no immediate 

interaction. Examples of this one-to-many mode of communication are making a presentation to a group, 

posting an online video or webpage, creating and posting a podcast or video cast, and writing an article for a 

newspaper. The Novice-Mid language learner understands and communicates at the word level and can use 

memorized words and phrases independently. 
7.1.NM.C.1 

Use basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level to create a multimedia-rich presentation on targeted themes to be 

shared virtually with a target language audience. 
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7.1.NM.C.2 

Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits. 

7.1.NM.C.3 

 Copy/write words, phrases, or simple guided texts on familiar topics. 

7.1.NM.C.4 

Present information from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in writing. 

7.1.NM.C.5 

 Name and label tangible cultural products and imitate cultural practices from the target culture(s). 
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Thematic Units and the five C’s: Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities  
The World Language program is student-centered and revolves around eight (8) thematic units of study. The 

ultimate goal within each unit is student communication in each of the three modes (interpretive, interpersonal 

and presentational), while developing all four language skills (listening, reading, writing, and speaking). As they 

progress, students gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures, connect with other school disciplines, 

compare the language and culture studied with their own language and culture, and participate in multilingual 

communities by using the language both within and beyond the school setting. 

7th grade 

Unit 1 – Introduction to Language Learning and Culture 

Unit 2 – School Days 

Unit 3 – All about me 

Unit 4 – Home, Family and Friends 

Grade 8th 

Unit 5 – Food  

Unit 6 – Celebrations   

Unit 7 – Community/Going Green  

Unit 8- Travel/Migratory Animals  
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Assessment  
Assessment Tasks 
Standards based authentic assessments: tasks that demonstrate the knowledge and skills in ways that they are applied 

in real life situations. 
Interpretive       25% 

Assessment of the interpretive mode may be in English; however, the text is always in the target language.   

Formative (10%) 
(ongoing assessment for learning) 

Help students identify their strengths and weaknesses and 

target areas that need work. Help teacher recognize where 

students are struggling and address problems immediately 

Include Class activities, Homework and Quizzes 

 

Summative (10%) 
(end of unit assessment of learning) 

Evaluate student progress at the end of an 

instructional unit and compare results against 

established standards. Students demonstrate what 

they know and what they are able to do, based on 

the Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI’s) within 

each unit. 

Benchmarks (5%) 

(Mid-trimesters) 
Measure student growth, knowledge and skills as 

they demonstrate mastery of the three modes of 

communication related to Essential Questions 

within each unit and on the targeted Cumulative 

Progress Indicators (CPIs) and Student Learning 

Objectives (SLOS).  

. Listen to teacher  and to a variety of authentic and/or 

language learning recorded resources (audio/video) such 

as songs, dialogs, stories, newscast, weather forecast, 

television commercials, recipes, dictations, and 

directions. These listening materials contain familiar 

vocabulary, as well as new, targeted words and 

expressions. Students complete listening comprehension 

tasks (i.e. yes/no questions, either/ or, short response/ 

physical response, and signaling). 

. Listen to peers who are presenting to the class, complete 

required task and demonstrate proper audience manners. 
. Read a variety of authentic and language learning 

resources in the target language such as calendars, schedules,  

id cards, graphic organizers, magazine and newspapers 

articles, picture books, flyers, menus, maps, advertisements, 

web sites, blogs, simple biographies, and letters. These 

reading materials contain familiar vocabulary, as well as 

new, targeted words and expressions. Students complete 

reading comprehension tasks (i.e. yes/no questions, either/or, 

and short response), which may be in English. Students are 

asked to recognize key words and to identify cognates, loan 

words, important words, phrases, and main ideas. 

Criteria for Interpretive homework assignments: written on 

Student Planner, on time, complete, neat, and accurate. 

. An interpretive listening task that assesses a 

student’s ability to meet a CPI within the Novice-

Mid proficiency level and that is in accordance with 

the NJCCCS for World Languages:  

   -There is a real-world reason for the students to 

listen to the selection.  

   -The selection is culturally authentic (created by 

and for native speakers of the language). 

 

. An interpretive reading task that assesses a 

student’s ability to meet a CPI within the Novice-

Mid proficiency level and that is in accordance 

with the NJCCCS for World Languages:  

   -There is a real-world reason for the students to 

read the selection.  

   -The selection is culturally authentic.  

 

 

.Listen to an authentic piece that is 

closely tied to the unit’s essential 

questions.  The listening comprehension 

task targets the chosen CPI’s and SLOS.  

.Read an authentic piece that is closely 

tied to the unit’s essential questions.  

The reading comprehension task targets 

the chosen CPI’s and SLOS. 

 

Results help design future lesson plans 

to meet individual learning needs. 
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Interpersonal       50% 

Formative (30%) 
.Listen to and speak to teacher daily in the target 

language, including appropriate greeting and leave 

taking, making requests, and expressing needs and 

concerns. 

. Listen to and speak to peers daily in the target 

language, including greeting, quizzing each other, 

reading to and talking to each other, role playing, 

games, and Cooperative Learning activities such as 

Think, Pair, and Share. May use gestures and 

repetition to aid in comprehension. 

. Read and respond to written teacher notes. 

. Read and respond to peers’ notes. 

. Participate in digital communications such as       

e-mail, text messaging, blogs, Skype, E-Pals, and 

Google Docs. 

 

Grammar and syntactical accuracy, as well as 

acceptable pronunciation are expected when 

producing memorized language in both oral and/or 

written expression. 

 

Criteria for Interpersonal homework assignments: 

written on Student Planner, on time, complete, 

neat, and accurate. 

Summative (15%) 
.An interpersonal speaking task that assesses 

a student’s ability to meet a CPI at the Novice-

Mid proficiency level and that is in accordance 

with the NJCCCS for World Languages: 
   -There is a real-world reason for the students 

to participate in the conversation.  

   -There is an information gap, providing a 

need to exchange information, ideas, or 

opinions. The students speak spontaneously, do 

not know what will be said next, have a real 

reason for listening, and both ask and respond 

to each other.  

 

. An interpersonal writing task that assesses a 

student’s ability to meet a CPI at the Novice-

Mid proficiency level and that is in accordance 

with the NJCCCS for World Languages: 
   -There is a real-world reason for the students 

to exchange information by writing, such as via 

text messaging.  

   -There is an information gap. The students do 

not know what will be written next, have a real 

reason for reading, and respond to the message.  
 

Benchmarks (5%) 
.Students have a short unrehearsed 

conversation with the teacher or a classmate 

on a topic that is closely tied to the unit’s 

essential questions.  The skills target the 

chosen CPI’s and SLOS. 

 

.Students read and respond in writing to a 

short note from the teacher, a classmate or 

someone in the school community, on a topic 

that is closely tied to the unit’s essential 

questions.  The skill targets the chosen CPI’s 

and SLOS. 

 

Results are used to help design future lesson 

plans to meet individual learning needs. 



World Languages Curriculum 7-8 Page 9 
 

Presentational     25 % 

Formative (10%) 
. Write daily class notes and maintain an 

organized and neat notebook, which will be 

graded. This notebook, along with handouts 

kept in a folder, may be the main resources for 

studying and preparing for quizzes and tests.    

. Write required thematic task (i.e. schedules, 

autobiography, personal descriptions, 

preferences, e-pal applications, surveys, 

shopping lists, Venn diagrams, and story maps, 

using strategies such as brainstorming and 

picture prompts). 

. Speak clearly when recording messages or 

interactions, such as in Google Voice, and role-

play, readings and advertisements recorded/ 

videotaped by the teacher.  

. Speak clearly when presenting projects to the 

class such as (electronic) posters, skits, stories, 

and reports on global issues.  May use gestures, 

pictures, prompts, and repetition to aid in 

comprehension. 

Grammar and syntactical accuracy, as well as 

acceptable pronunciation are expected when 

producing memorized language. 

 

Criteria for Presentational homework 

assignments: written on Student Planner, 

presented on time, complete, neat, and accurate. 

 

Summative (10%) 
. A presentational speaking task that assesses a 

student’s ability to meet a CPI at the Novice-Mid 

proficiency level and that is in accordance with the NJCCCS 

for World Languages: 
   -What students are asked to do simulate an authentic 

task that has the potential to be presented to a real-world 

audience.  

- The students have time to think about their content, 

organize it, and then present it. Examples: multimedia 

rich presentations (which contain a combination of text, 

audio, still images, video, interactivity, and animation), 

Electronic posters, cards, and recorded interactions. 

 

. A presentational writing task that assesses a student’s 

ability to meet a CPI at the Novice-Mid proficiency level 
and that is in accordance with the NJCCCS for World 

Languages: 
   -What students are asked to do simulate an authentic 

task that has the potential to be presented to a real-world 

audience.  

-The students have time to think about their content, 

organize it, and then present it. Examples: poems, short 

stories, advertisements, songs, research on a specific 

topic.  May use illustrations to aid in comprehension. 

  

 

 
 

Benchmark (5%) 
.Summarize an authentic short 

essay or article in writing (may 

be descriptive, persuasive, 

argumentative, comparing and 

contrasting,) on a topic that is 

closely tied to the unit’s essential 

questions.  The writing skill 

targets the chosen CPI’s and 

SLOS. 

.Recite, and/or dramatize simple 

poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits 

or present information from age- 

and level-appropriate, culturally 

authentic materials orally, on a 

topic that is closely tied to the 

unit’s essential questions.  The 

speaking skill targets the chosen 

CPI’s and SLOS. 

 

Results are used to help design 

future lesson plans to meet 

individual learning needs. 
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Sample Assessment Tools 

1. Teacher Observation: The teacher observes students engaging in a variety of tasks or activities, active participation and 

involvement, and uses checklists, rating scales, and written comments, to record his or her judgment about a student’s performance in 

reaching a specific benchmark.  

2. Notebook, homework and activity packet check: The teacher checks for completion and accuracy of assigned tasks, and uses 

checklists, rating scales, and written comments, to record his or her judgment about a student’s performance in reaching a specific 

benchmark. 

3. Rubrics: The teacher uses a printed set of criteria for assessing knowledge, performance or product and for giving feedback.  

4. Review and Reflection tools: These tools enable students to review and reflect on their knowledge, progress, and what they have 

learnt and achieved during a unit, topic or project. Examples:  

 Self-Assessment: Students reflect upon and evaluate their own work with assessment criteria developed by the teacher and/or 

student (rubric, flash cards, student made/answered quiz) 

 Peer Assessment: Students evaluate each other’s work with assessment criteria developed by the teacher and/or students. 

5. Pre-test: Students demonstrate what they know on the subject before the start of a unit. 

6. Graphic organizers- Tools to visually represent thoughts, ideas, knowledge and concepts. They help to organize thoughts and to 

promote understanding. 

7.  Portfolio: The student’s work is recorded in a collection of materials decided upon by the student and/or teacher, spanning a period 

of time, that reflect the student’s learning processes, growth, and achievement in an organized and systematic way.  

Sample Feedback from Students to Teacher 

1. Ask questions and raise concerns during Question/Answer periods daily 

2.  Signal with cards numbered 1 to 3: three (understand), two (unsure), one (have no idea of what is being taught) 

3. Exit tickets: near end of class, write a short note on a “sticky” expressing a concern or asking/answering a teacher’s question 

4.  E-mail questions and concerns 

Sample Feedback from Teacher to Students 

1. Respond to students’ questions and concerns during Question/Answer periods daily. 

2. Respond to students’ card signals by readdressing the issue in new ways 

3. Respond in writing (or orally to the whole class, if necessary) to concerns expressed on Exit tickets the previous day. 

4. Respond to e-mail questions and concerns 

5. Conferencing: The teacher and student dialogue to evaluate the student’s progress on reaching one or more specific goals and to 

develop an action plan (academic or behavioral). 
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Sample Resources for Teaching and Learning 

Audio and video Print and writing Technology Culture Other 
.Teacher speaks mostly the target 

language when addressing the class 

.Dictation 

.Video clips (dialogs, tutorials) 

.Documentaries (target culture) 

.Audio clips (dialogs, commercials) 

.Songs 

.News clips 

.Weather forecast 

.Movie trailer clips 

.Listening comprehension activities   

 

.Textbook (for reference use only) 

.Story books 

.Picture books 

.Age appropriate magazines 

.Dictionary 

.Whiteboards/markers 

.Highlighters  

.Maps 

.Flags 

.Posters 

.Post cards 

.Teacher created activity packets 

.Computers  

.Internet 

.Teacher’s web site 

.Video camera 

.Digital camera 

.Audio recorder 

.CD and DVD players 

.Projector  

.Online textbooks 

.Blogs 

.Teacher made power Points 

.Google for Education Apps 

.Celebrations 

.Greeting cards 

.Dances  

.Calendars and schedules 

.Currency samples 

.Poems, fables and stories 

.Restaurant menus 

.Food products and labels 

.Id cards 

.Travel brochures 

.Commercial  flyers  

.Music CD’s 

.Props for skits 

.Games 

.Art supplies 

.Realia   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Differentiation and Flexible Grouping 

1. Students with Special Needs (physical and cognitive)- modify content, amount of time to work, and assessments. 

2. Gifted and Talented- provide challenging activities in all modes of communication upon mastering concepts.  

3.  Native Speakers- modify content  based on knowledge and ability (add grammar, literature, and reports on native country)  

Lessons use various modalities of learning (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile). Students interests, strengths and weaknesses are 

matched with activities based on the Multiple Intelligences theory on how we are smart (verbal-linguistic, logical-mathematical, musical, 

interpersonal, intrapersonal, bodily-kinesthetic, visual-spatial, and naturalistic). Cooperative Learning strategies are used to promote 

inclusion, collaboration and accountability. 

 

Units of Study 

Introduction                                           Week 1 

Students get acquainted with 

 Teacher 

 Classmates 

 Classroom set up 

 Rules and expectations 

 Routines 

 Resources and required materials 

 School Code of Conduct 

 School drills 

Students  

 Demonstrate knowledge and comprehension of concepts presented 

 Apply acquired knowledge on concepts by acting accordingly  

 Participates in discussion and social activities 

 Develop  a sense of belonging  

 Share personal information with social activities such as “All about me” and 

learn about others with “People Hunt”  

 Examine and discuss portions or Code of Conduct 

 Rehearse Lockdown drill and walk the pathway for Fire drill 
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Unit  1 Title:  Introduction to language learning and culture Grade: 7th Performance Level: Novice-Mid  Pacing: Week 2 for 5 weeks 

                                                                                                           Unit Description             
Essential questions: Why should I learn a second language?  Where is that language spoken? How is it present in the United States? How can I 
achieve proficiency and experience success?  
Enduring understandings:  The ability to communicate in a second language and to understand other cultures are essential skills of educated individuals in 
our interconnected, 21

st
 Century global society. 

Connections: Social Studies, Language Arts, Character Education                                        Cultures: Target culture and its history in the United States 
Comparisons: Alphabet and sound system of both English and target language              Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the classroom 
Students discover the importance of acquiring a second language,   explore its presence in our Nation and in the world, and utilize strategies for success in 
their study of that language.  They demonstrate understanding of the three modes of communication and utilize previous knowledge (i.e. greetings, 
introductions, asking for and giving personal information, and likes and dislikes) in each of them, in order to develop skills and build confidence.  They define 
the concept of “culture” and provide examples.  Both English and the target language are used in this unit. 

Student Learning Objectives (SLOS)  
Knowledge and Skills 

CCSS/NJCCS 

1. I can explain reasons to study and benefits of learning a second language. I can identify careers in which the ability to communicate in 

a second language is a great asset. I can justify how a second language will greatly contribute to success in my future career and in my 

personal enrichment.  

7.1.NM.C4 

2. I can identify countries where the target language is spoken, their capitals and their location within the world. 7.1.NM.C4 

3. I can name the top five languages, other than English, spoken in the United States. 7.1.NM.C4 

4. I can explore and discuss the history of the target language and culture in the United States; I can identify states, cities and natural 

landmarks bearing Spanish or French names; I can locate them on a map. 

7.1.NM.A5 

5. I can list and define target language words used by English speakers in the United States. 7.1.NM.A5 

6. I can research and compose a list of cognates; I can interpret texts that contain cognates.  7.1.NM.A1 

7. I can define the term “culture” and provide examples from the United States. 7.1.NM.B5 

8. I can analyze and practice the target language’s alphabet and sound system. 7.1.NM.B2 

9. I can develop and utilize strategies for success as a second language learner. 7.1.NM.A1 

10. I can demonstrate understanding of the three modes of communication utilizing known vocabulary. 

7.1.NM.A1  

7.1. NM.B4 

7.1.NM.C3 

11. I can interpret authentic materials in target language utilizing strategies for success. 7.1.NM.A1 

12.  I can interact with classmates and teacher in the target language following appropriate protocol. 7.1.NM.B5 

13. I can present findings and listen to peers in the target language following appropriate protocol. 

 

 

7.1.NM.C4 
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Learning Experiences   
Interpretive:   Students will 

 Interpret authentic written and video/audio texts such as blogs, websites, and 
advertisements, looking for cognates and familiar words and other 
meaningful components such as images, gestures, body language, and tone of 
voice. 

 Define “culture”; research and analyze print and digital articles in English on 
languages and cultures in the United States. 

 Obtain relevant information from maps, charts, pictures, and world globe 

 Analyze, compare and contrast the target language alphabet and sound 
system with English 

 Identify and apply strategies for success (i.e. active listening, note taking, 
questioning, using the target language to communicate with peers and 
teacher) 

 Describe the three modes of communication and rehearse them utilizing 
known vocabulary in the target language 

 
Interpersonal:  Students will 
    Learn about their classmates and how to interact respectfully with them 

 Carry unscripted, simple conversations in the target language. 

 Exchange brief, written communication (blogs, emails, notes) 

 Share with peers  how a second language will help prepare for their future 
 
Presentational: Students will learn 

 How to present their work in front of  peers (i.e. preparation,  attitude, 
materials, posture, voice) 

 How to be a spectator (i.e. listening politely,  avoiding unnecessary 
noise, taking notes, asking relevant questions at appropriate times) 

 

 

 

 

Sample Assessment Tasks 
Formative  

1. Daily interactions with peers and teacher, utilizing English and  

target language to communicate  

2. Participation in class discussions 

3. Completion of daily class and homework activities utilizing the 

appropriate materials  

4. Activities  and quizzes including the three modes of communication: 

 Interpretive-listening to authentic target culture television 

commercials, music, relevant video clips and web sites. 

Reading online and print advertisements, announcements, 

magazine and newspaper articles  

 Interpersonal- listening and speaking to peers; writing to 

peers and reading their responses. 

 Presentational: Address the class in the target language for 

brief presentations. 

 

Summative 

Unit test including interpretive (reading and listening), interpersonal 

(a conversation with a peer or small group) and presentational (multi-

media rich presentation on the benefits of a second language in 

collaboration with peers) 
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Unit  2 Title:  School days Grade: 7th Performance Level: Novice-Mid Pacing:  Start on Week 7 for 8 weeks duration 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 
Essential questions: How is my day at school? What do I need? How do I interact with others?  
Enduring understandings:  School, as an institution, forms productive individuals who contribute to and shape the society. 
Connections: Social Studies, Language Arts, Math, Science                         Cultures: School life at home and at the target culture                                                  
Comparisons:  School days, school names, school attire                              Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the classroom 

Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore school life in the home and target cultures (i.e. 
classes, schedules, supplies, attire, and grading system).  Students understand that their school experiences in some ways are similar  
to and different from that of students in the target culture.   

 

                                                               STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  (SLOS)   

1. Skim and scan culturally authentic target language materials from electronic information sources and print to identify words and phrases 

associated with school life, schedules, and classroom activities. CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.A.1 and 7.1.NM.A.4 

A. Interpretive Listening: 

I can understand written and video/audio texts such as blogs, school websites, advertisements for ‘back to school’ sales, stories, and short video clips that focus 
on school life in the target culture(s).   
I can understand when someone describes things found in a back pack   and/or classroom.   
I can understand when someone talks about their school day. 

a. I can identify the time a class starts and finishes. 
b. I can identify the order of classes during the school day.  
c. I can identify the favorite and least favorite teacher and class.  
d. I can determine how my school day and the school day of a student in the target culture are similar and different.    

I can recognize common school and classroom activities when someone is describing what they do during the school day.   
 
B. Interpretive Reading: 
I can understand short readings (e.g. back-to-school advertisements, school supply lists, classroom map) dealing with description of things found in 
a backpack and/or classroom.   
I can interpret a school schedule. 

a. I can identify the time a class starts and finishes. 
b. I can identify the order of classes during the school day.  
c. I can determine which days of the week certain classes meet.   
d. I can determine how my schedule and the schedule of a student the target culture are similar and different.   

I can recognize common school and classroom activities as found in brief written descriptions of a typical school day in the target culture. 
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2. Use physical response to demonstrate understanding of classroom routines.  CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.A.2 
A. Interpretive Listening: 
I can follow routine classroom directions given by my teacher orally (e.g. take out your…, put away your…, pass the papers forward, raise your 
hand, cover your papers, and clear your desks).    
B. Interpretive Reading: 
I can follow routine classroom directions written by my teacher or others (e.g. take out your…, put away your…, pass the papers forward, raise your 
hand, cover your papers, and clear your desks).   

3. Ask and respond to memorized questions about academic and social aspects of school life, schedules, and classroom activities using digital tools 

and face-to-face communication through the target language.  CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.B.1 and 7.1.NM.B.4 
Interpersonal: 
I can engage in short unrehearsed/unscripted conversations with classmates, the teacher, and members of the target language community, in which they ask and 
answer questions related to school life.   
I can use  digital tools and face-to-face communication to:  

a. Introduce myself and others, spell names, and ask how someone is and responding 
b. Imitate target culture actions upon greeting and leaving others (i.e. handshake,  family/friend kiss on the cheek) 
c. Ask memorized questions and state simple facts about personal needs and concerns in the classroom (i.e. May I go to the bathroom?; I 

need a worksheet; Please, repeat)  
d. Utilize courtesy expressions at school with adults (formal) and peers (informal) 
e. Ask and answer simple, memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about school supplies 
f. Ask and answer simple, memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) using the proper social protocol (formal/informal) 
g. Ask and answer simple, memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about my or a classmate’s school, grade level, 

schedule, teachers, and preferences, as well as those of a student from the target culture. 
h. Ask and answer simple, memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about what I, my classmates and peers in the target 

culture do during school hours.         

4. Produce a multimedia rich presentation that compares school life in the home and target culture(s) using information found in age- and level-

appropriate culturally authentic texts.  CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.C.1 and 7.1.NM.C.4 
Presentational:  Speaking and Writing  
I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences to describe school life in the United States (e.g. describe a classroom, provide a typical 
schedule, and tell what takes place during a typical day).  
I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences to describe school life in the target culture based on information gathered from readings, short 
audio/video clips, and interactions with my peers in the target culture (e.g. describe a classroom, provide a typical schedule, and tell what takes 
place during a typical day).  
I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences to create a multimedia rich presentation that compares school life in both cultures“. 
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CONCEPTS 
WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW? 

Suggested Learning experiences 

What activities will help students develop skills and achieve the SLOS? 

 Greetings (formal / informal),  introductions and 
leave taking 

 School name, grade level  

 School subjects and teachers 

 Classroom objects and furniture 

 School supplies 

 Activities associated with school  

 Ordinal numbers up to 60 

 Class requests and commands 

 Courtesy expressions  

 Days of the week 

 Expressions associated with telling time (i.e. at 8:30, 
at noon, morning, afternoon, evening)  

 Punctuation and spelling 

 The structures necessary to:  
 Express preferences 
 Ask memorized questions related to school 

activities in the present time frame 
 Answer simple questions related to school 

activities in the present time frame 

 Culture:  a middle school in the target culture 

  Cultural practices related to school (i.e. actions 
upon greeting adults and peers, uniforms, school 
days, classes, grading, promotion and retention, 
extra-curricular activities) 

Interpretive 

 Listen to authentic target culture television commercials on back to school sales, listening 

to songs related to school 
 Watch/listen to video clips and reading web sites depicting school life in the target 

culture. 
 Read online and print advertisements, announcements, magazine, and newspaper articles. 

 Play alphabet and number Bingo 

 Study online flashcards with text and sound 

 Listen to teacher or recorded dictation 

 Watch videos and listen to recorded dialogs on schedules, activities and preferences 

 Read and explain school schedules, activities and preferences 

 Read and summarize online or printed articles on schools abroad in the target language 

 Read, listen to and act upon requests and commands 
 
Interpersonal 

 Hold same conversation with 3-5 peers and teacher, imitating cultural actions 

 Address teacher and peers in the target language, with help of gestures 

 Describe to a partner what school supplies are needed for each class 

 Exchange short written messages online or handprint with teacher and peers. 

 Write and respond to pen pal letter  

 Participate in math, science, social studies, and English mini- lessons in the target 
language 

 Participate in Cooperative Learning structures  
 
Presentational 

 Create his/her class schedule in the target language and present to class 

 Research and present findings about typical schedule of school abroad 

 Create a multimedia rich presentation comparing school life in both home and target 
culture 
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Sample Assessments Tasks  
Formative 

1. Quizzes including the three modes of communication and similar to those completed in class. 

 Interpretive- Answers may be in English.  Format may include true/false, yes/no questions, short answers, diagrams and other visual 

organizers, and drawing /interpreting pictures. 

 Interpersonal- Format may be oral and/or written questions and short answers, short narration, and conversations, including 

imitation of social gestures. Teacher may videotape or audio-record activity for later evaluation and individual feedback.  Videos and audios 

may become part of the student’s performance portfolio, as evidence of student’s growth and progress. These recording shall not be made 

public at any time. 

 Presentational: Address the class for brief presentations in the target language, such as description of school life in the United States and/or 

the target culture and multimedia rich presentation that compares school life in both cultures. 

2. Daily interactions with peers and teacher utilizing target language and participation in class discussions 

3. Completion of daily class and homework activities utilizing the target language and appropriate materials  

 

Summative 

Unit test including interpretive (reading and listening activities), interactive (a memorized or unscripted conversation with a peer or small group) and 

presentational (create a multimedia rich presentation comparing school life in both home and target culture  in collaboration with peers) 

 

Benchmark assessments: 

Measure student growth, knowledge and skills as they demonstrate mastery of the three modes of communication related to the Essential Questions 

(How is my day at school? What do I need? How do I interact with others? )  and on the targeted Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPIs) and Student 

Learning Objectives (SLOS). 
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Unit  3 Title:  All about me       Grade: 7th Performance Level: Novice-Mid 7-8 Pacing: Start  on week 15 for 8 weeks duration 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 
Essential questions: Who am I?  How am I?  
Enduring understandings:  Who I am and how I see myself influence my choices and my actions 
Connections: Social Studies, Health, Physical Education, Art                        Cultures: popular sports and activities 
Comparisons:  daily routine and leisure activities                                           Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the classroom 
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to share appropriate personal information, describe self,  identify likes 
and dislikes, and explain his/her daily routine. They will also examine what they share in common with peers in the classroom and in the target 
culture.  They understand that their experiences help shape their personal identity.  

 

1. Skim and scan target language culturally authentic audio, video, or written text from electronic information sources and other sources to identify 
personal information, physical characteristics, personality qualities,  expressions of likes and dislikes, and routine activities.   
CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.A.1 and 7.1.NM.A.4 
A. Interpretive Listening:      

I can understand when someone provides basic personal information (i.e. name, age, birthday, nationality) or describes self (physical and personality 
traits)  
I can understand some basic information when someone talks about likes and dislikes related to pastime activities, sports, food, and animals 
I can understand when someone asks for or provides telephone numbers and email addresses.  I can provide telephone numbers and email 
addresses. 
I can understand when someone describes his/her daily routine. 
I can understand when someone expresses emotions and physical discomfort 
B. Interpretive Reading: 

I can understand some basic personal information as found in personal profiles, biographies, and emails.    
I can understand some basic information found in short readings dealing with preferences related to pastime activities, sports, food, and animals as 
found in personal profiles, biographies, and emails.    
I can understand when someone is stating their name, age, birthday, and nationality. 
I can understand when someone describes his/her daily routine. 
I can understand when someone expresses emotions and physical discomfort. 
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2. Ask and respond to memorized questions about personal information, physical characteristics, personality qualities, likes and dislikes, and pastime 
activities using digital tools and face-to-face communication. CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.B.1 and 7.1.NM.B.4 
Interpersonal: 

I can use  digital tools and face-to-face communication to:  
a. Introduce myself and others.  
b. Ask for and provide some personal information such as name, age, birthday, nationality, phone number, and email address    
c. Ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) on physical characteristics and personality qualities.  
d. Ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) on preferences of pastime activities, sports, food, and 

animals. 
         e.    Ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) related to daily routine 
         f.  Ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) related to emotions and physical discomfort 

3. Use appropriate greetings, leave taking and gestures from the target culture in a variety of scenarios. CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.B.3 
 Interpersonal: 
I can greet and take leave in a culturally acceptable manner.   

4. Imitate and incorporate appropriate intonation for asking different types of questions. CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.B.3 
Interpersonal: 
I can adjust my intonation (raise or lower pitch) as appropriate for asking a question (yes/no, either/or and short response).   

5. Describe self and others.    CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.C.4 
 Presentational:  Speaking and Writing  
I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences to  

 tell my name, age, birthday, nationality, and other appropriate personal information. 

 describe myself including details about my physical characteristics and my personality qualities.  

 tell which pastimes, sports, foods, and animals I like and which I do not like.  

6. List culturally specific and personal pastime activities.   CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.C.4 

Presentational: 
I can categorize pastimes and sports based on whether they are popular in the United States, the target culture, or in both places. 

7. Retell highlights from age- and level- appropriate culturally authentic target language text orally and/or in writing, including personal information, 
physical characteristics, personality qualities, and preferences related to pastime activities. CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.C.1 ,7.1.NM.C.4 
 Presentational: 
I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences  and technology tools to retell a story or summarize an article that includes personal information, physical 
characteristics and personality qualities, and preferences related to pastime activities. 
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CONCEPTS  
WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW? 

Suggested Learning experiences 
What activities will help students develop skills and achieve the SLOS? 

 Recycle: How to introduce oneself , how one is doing, numbers up to 

60, days,  

 How to talk about age 

 Months of the year 

 How to tell date 

 How to talk about birthdays 

 Express nationality (adjective/gender agreement) 

 How to talk about where one was born 

 Express where one lives and goes to school 

 How to exchange phone numbers 

 How to exchange email addresses 

 Describe self with physical and personality qualities 

 Expressions of like and dislike with activities, colors, food and animals 

 Express emotions 

 Express physical discomfort 

 How to talk about daily routine 

 How to raise or lower intonation when asking different types of 

questions  

Cultural facts: 

 Common first and last names in the target culture  

 Name and nickname traditions 

 Culturally appropriate expressions and gestures to greet and take leave 

Interpretive: 
 Interpret authentic written and video/audio texts such as blogs, online biographies, 

social network sites, stories, and short video clips that focus on first introductions, 

personal information, and preferences related to pastimes, sports, food, and animals, 

as well as daily routine, emotions and physical wellbeing.   

 

Interpersonal: 
Engage in short (scripted and unscripted) conversations with classmates, the teacher, 

and members of the target language community, in which they ask and answer 

questions related to self and preferences related to pastimes, sports, food, and 

animals, as well as daily routine, emotions, and physical wellbeing.   

Engage in short, written correspondence with a Pen Pal (classmate or student from 

the target culture) in which they ask and answer questions related to self and 

preferences related to pastimes, sports, food, and animals, as well as daily routine, 

emotions, and physical wellbeing.   

 

Presentational: 

Use lists, chunks of language, and memorized phrases to introduce themselves, 

describe themselves or others (presented in first person), and talk about pastime 

preferences while using culturally appropriate gestures and intonations. 

Sample Assessment Tasks 
Formative: 
1. Quizzes including the three modes of communication and similar to those completed in class. 

 Interpretive- Answers may be in English.  Format may include true/false, yes/no questions, short answers, diagrams and other visual organizers, and drawing /interpreting 

pictures. 

 Interpersonal- Format may be oral and/or written questions and short answers, short narration, and conversations, including imitation of social gestures. Teacher may 

videotape or audio-record activity for later evaluation and individual feedback.  Videos and audios may become part of the student’s performance portfolio, as evidence of 

student’s growth and progress. These recording shall not be made public at any time. 

 Presentational: Address the class for brief presentations in the target language, such as description of self and daily routine and/or a multimedia rich presentation that 

compares pastime activities in both cultures. 

2. Daily interactions with peers and teacher utilizing target language and participation in class discussions 

3. Completion of daily class and homework activities utilizing the appropriate materials  

Summative 

Unit test including interpretive (reading and listening activities), interactive (a memorized or unscripted conversation with a peer or small group) and presentational (create a 
multimedia rich presentation comparing pastimes activities and sport preferences in both home and target culture  in collaboration with peers) 

Benchmark Measure student growth, knowledge and skills as they demonstrate mastery of the three modes of communication related to the Essential Questions (Who 

am I? How am I?)  and on the targeted Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPIs) and Student Learning Objectives (SLOS). 
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Unit  4 Title: Home, Family and Friends Grade:  7th Performance Level: Novice-Mid  Pacing: Start on Week 23 for 8 weeks duration 

Unit description 
Essential questions: Who are the people that care for me and I care for? How is my house and how do I care for it? 
Enduring understandings:    Home, family and friends  influence who I am, how I feel and what I do  
Connections: Social Studies,  architecture,                                                         Cultures: the concepts of family and friendship  
Comparisons:   house styles, family composition,                                            Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the classroom 
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore how homes, families and friends in the home and target 
culture are similar and different.  They compare the family unit, the houses, the distribution of household chores and the concepts of family and 
friendship.   

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES (SLOS) 

1. Skim and scan age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic audio, video or written text from electronic information sources and print to 
identify family members, some of their personal traits, their occupation, the names of rooms in a home, common household items and their 

location, and household chores. CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.A1, 7.1.NM.A.4 and 7.1.NM.A.5 
A. Interpretive Listening: 
I can understand basic information when someone talks about their family and friends.   

 I can recognize the relationship between the people.  

 I can understand the description of their age, physical appearance and personality traits, as well as likes and dislikes 

 I can identify their occupation 
I can understand basic information when someone talks about their friends or pets 

 I can recognize the words for friends 

 I can recognize the names of some common pets  

 I can understand the description of their age, physical appearance and personality traits, as well as likes and dislikes 
I can understand basic information when someone talks about their home.   

 I can recognize the names of the rooms.  

 I can recognize the names of some household items.  

 I can match pictures based on oral descriptions of a home (color, size, location of items). 

 I can draw a picture based on oral descriptions of a home (color, size, location of items).  
I can understand basic information when someone talks about household chores.  

 I can recognize the names of common household chores. 

 I can determine household chores one likes to do and doesn’t like to do  

  I can determine who does which chores. 

 I can understand when someone asks for, accepts or declines help with chores 
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B. Interpretive Reading: 

I can understand some basic information related to family and home (colors, size, rooms, furniture, and location of household items) as found in 
culturally-authentic real estate websites and on-line home tours. 
I can identify who does which chores by interpreting surveys dealing with household chores. 

2. Skim and scan culturally authentic texts to identify cultural products and practices related to home life. CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.A.3 
 A. Interpretive Listening:   
I can listen to a short video/audio clip that compares a home in my community with one in the target culture and identify commonalities and 
differences.   
I can listen to a short video/audio clips that compares things my family and I do at home with what families from the target culture do in their 
homes and identify commonalities and differences.    
B. Interpretive Reading:  

I can read short written texts that compare a home in my community with one in the target culture and identify commonalities and differences.   

I can read short written texts that compare things my family and I do at home with what families from the target culture do in their homes and 
identify commonalities and differences.   

3. Ask and respond to memorized questions about family, friends, home, household items, and the chores that are typically done using digital 

tools and face-to-face communication in the target language.  CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.B.1 and 7.1.NM.B.4 
Interpersonal: speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
I can ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or and short response) related to the description of family members and friends 

I can ask and answer simple questions (yes/no, either/or and short response) related to the description of a house. 
I can ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or and short response) related to the division of household chores.  
I can invite, accept or decline an invitation politely face-to-face, on the phone or online. 
4. Create a multimedia rich presentation to compare homes and household chores in the home and target cultures.   

CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.C.1 

 Presentational:  Speaking and Writing  

I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences to create a multimedia presentation that describes and compares homes and chores common in my 

culture to those in the target culture. 

5. Retell highlights from age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic target language text (oral or written) that includes description of a home, its contents, 

and chores to describe homes in the target culture.   CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.C4 

 Presentational: 

I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences to describe a home from the target culture based on a text that includes: 
a. Rooms typically found in the home 
b. Furniture and other items commonly found in different rooms 

I can list or identify household chores commonly done by members of the target culture based on information found in a culturally-authentic text. 
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CONCEPTS  
WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW? 

Suggested Learning experiences 
What activities will help students develop skills and achieve the SLOS? 

 Family members, friends and common pets 

 Occupations 

 Colors  

 Names of rooms in the home 

 Common household items used in each room 

 Common household chores 

 Give and respond to a few commands 

 Characteristics of a home (style, size, color, location) 

 Location of objects within a room 

 Inviting, accepting and declining politely 

 Phone etiquette 

The following items have already been assessed in previous units and 

are being recycled in this unit:  

 The structures necessary to:   
o Talk about age, physical and personality traits 
o Talk about birthdays  
o Express likes and dislikes 

Culture:  

 Family traditions  
Spanish: Bendición, Don/Doña, family  and friends 
hugs/kisses, getting together, family composition and  
activities, neighbors 
French: family and friends hugs/kisses, getting together, 
family composition and activities 

 Home architectural styles, patios, gardens 

Interpretive: 
Interpret authentic written and video/audio texts such as news-clips, real estate 

advertisements, and short video clips that focus on families, home tours, descriptions of 

items in a home, and division of household responsibilities.   

 Identify family members, friends and pets and related descriptions 

 Identify culturally specific household items and chores. 

 Identify furniture and items in the home as found in videos of home tours from 

authentic electronic sources, advertisements for homes on the market, and/or 

written articles on homes and chores. 

Interpersonal: 
Engage in short unrehearsed/unscripted conversations with classmates, the teacher, and 

members of the target language community, in which they ask and answer questions 

related to their families, friends, homes,  common household items, and chores.   

 Identify people and relationships 

 Describe family members, tell their g age, occupation, and likes/dislikes 

 Identify  and describe pets 

 Ask and respond to memorized questions related to homes (rooms, 

descriptions of one's home, items in a home, furniture, and chores) using 

digital tools. 

 Use memorized language to express preferences related to the division of 

household chores. 

 Invite, accept, decline and invitation 

 Talk on the phone with proper etiquette 

Presentational: 

Use lists, chunks of language and memorized phrases to describe the rooms and items in 

homes and to talk about chores in the home and target cultures.   

 Compare homes in the target and home cultures.  

 Compare common household chores in the home culture with common chores 

in the target culture. 

 Create a tour of a home from the target culture. 

 Create multimedia rich visual representation of one’s home or a home 

representative of the home culture.  

 Retell highlights from an authentic video or simple written text that includes 

description of the home and its contents.  
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Sample Assessment Tasks 
Formative: 
1. Quizzes including the three modes of communication and similar to those completed in class: 

 Interpretive- Answers may be in English.  Format may include true/false, yes/no questions, short answers, diagrams and other visual organizers, and drawing 

/interpreting pictures. 

 Interpersonal- Format may be oral and/or written questions and short answers, short narration, and conversations, including imitation of social gestures. Teacher may 

videotape or audio-record activity for later evaluation and individual feedback.  Videos and audios may become part of the student’s performance portfolio, as evidence 

of student’s growth and progress. These recording shall not be made public at any time. 

 Presentational: Address the class for brief presentations in the target language, such as description of fictional family, their home and their household chores,  and/or a 

multimedia rich presentation that compares houses  in both cultures. 

2. Daily interactions with peers and teacher utilizing target language and participation in class discussions 

3. Completion of daily class and homework activities utilizing the appropriate materials  

Summative 

Unit test including interpretive (reading and listening activities), interactive (a memorized or unscripted conversation with a peer or small group) and presentational (create a 
multimedia rich presentation comparing family activities  and/or houses in both home and target culture  in collaboration with peers) 

Benchmark:   Measure student growth, knowledge and skills as they demonstrate mastery of the three modes of communication related to the Essential Questions 

(Who are the people that care for me and I care for? How is my house and how do I care for it?) and on the targeted Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPIs) and 

Student Learning Objectives (SLOS).             
 

8th grade 

Units of Study 

Introduction                                           Week 1 

Students get acquainted with 

 Teacher 

 Classmates 

 Classroom set up 

 Rules and expectations 

 Routines 

 Resources and required materials 

 School Code of Conduct 

 School drills 

Students  

 Demonstrate knowledge and comprehension of concepts presented 

 Apply acquired knowledge on concepts by acting accordingly  

 Participates in discussion and social activities 

 Develop  a sense of belonging  

 Share personal information with social activities such as “All about me” 

and learn about others with “People Hunt”  

 Examine and discuss portions or Code of Conduct 

 Rehearse Lockdown drill and walk the pathway for Fire drill 
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Introduction Unit title: Bridge Grade: 8th Performance Level: Novice-Mid  Pacing: Start on Week 2 for 2 weeks duration 

Unit description 
Essential questions: Do I recall previously learned material?  How do I apply what I learned to further develop my knowledge and skills 
and to build new relationships within the classroom? 
Enduring understandings:    Reviewing and utilizing previously learned material in a new environment and with new people will help students develop 
self-confidence, improve attention to detail, increase their comprehension, and expand their problem-solving ability. 
Connections:   Social Studies,  Language Arts                                                                       Cultures: School , home and favorite activities 
Comparisons:  Alphabets and sound systems, school days , major sports                     Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the classroom 

Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to demonstrate knowledge and skills acquired last year. They 
compare various aspects of the home and target cultures.  Grammar structures are reviewed in context.     

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES (SLOS) 

1. Skim and scan age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic audio, video or written text from electronic information sources and print 
to identify main ideas and details as they relate to language learning, school life, personal identification, family members, and house. 
CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.A1, 7.1.NM.A.4 and 7.1.NM.A.5 
Interpretive reading and listening 

 I can understand texts that contain cognates and familiar words on school, personal identity, family, friends, and the house. 
 I can understand speech that contains cognates and familiar words on school, personal identity, family, friends, and the house. 

2. Skim and scan culturally authentic texts to identify cultural products and practices related to school life, personal preferences, family 

members, and house. CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.A.3 
Interpretive reading and listening 

 I can understand texts that contain information on cultural practices related to school, personal preferences, family, and house 

 I can understand speech that contains information on cultural practices related to school, personal preferences, family, and house 
3. Ask and respond to memorized questions about language learning, school life, personal identification and preferences, family, friends, 
home, household items, and the chores that are typically done, using digital tools and face-to-face communication in the target language.  

CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.B.1 and 7.1.NM.B.4 
Interpersonal speaking, listening, reading, and writing 

 I can ask and respond orally to memorized questions related to language learning, school, personal identity, family, and house 

 I can ask and respond in writing to memorized questions related to language learning, school, personal identity, family, and house 
4. Retell highlights from age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic target language text (oral or written) that includes school life, 
personal identification, family members, and houses in the target culture.  CCSS/NJCCS  7.1.NM.C4 
Presentational speaking and writing 

 I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences to describe a my school day, myself, my chores at home 

 I can list or identify facts on the target culture based on information found in a culturally-authentic text. 
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Unit 5 Unit title: Food   Grade: 8th Performance Level: Novice-Mid  Pacing: Week 4 for 8 weeks duration 

Unit description 
Essential questions: How do I purchase, describe, prepare, and order foods? What are some foods and dishes from the target culture? 
Enduring understandings:    Location, culture, availability, and family influence what I eat. 
Connections: Social Studies,    Consumer Science, Health                                  Cultures: Food and dishes from the target culture  
Comparisons:    Meals and food related practices                                               Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the classroom 
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore cultural products and practices related to food in the home 
and target cultures. They compare eating habits of teenagers in the home and target cultures.   

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES (SLOS) 

1. Skim and scan age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic target language materials from print or electronic information sources to 
identify words and phrases associated with food preferences, products and practices of the target culture(s). CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.A.1 and 
7.1.NM.A.5 
 A. Interpretive Listening: 

I can understand some basic information as found in short audio/video clips when someone describes what they like to eat, what is commonly 
eaten in their culture, and what foods are part of a healthy diet. 
I can understand some basic information when someone talks about a few practices associated with food (e.g. purchasing food, preparing 
meals, and ordering from an authentic menu at a restaurant). 
B. Interpretive Reading: 
I can understand some basic information found in short written texts about what people like to eat, what is commonly eaten in their culture, and 
what foods are part of a healthy diet. 
I can understand some basic information found in short written texts about practices associated with food (e.g. purchasing food, preparing meals, 
and ordering from an authentic menu at a restaurant). 

2. Recognize a few common gestures and cultural practices associated with food preferences, products and practices of the target culture(s).  
CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.A.3 
 Interpretive: 
I can match a few gestures associated with food to their language equivalent (e.g. expressing hunger and thirst, asking for the check, expressing 
quantity).   

3. Give and follow simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests through appropriate physical response as they relate to food 

practices.  CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.A.2 and 7.1.NM.B.2 

 A. Interpretive Listening:  
I can follow directions given by the teacher or a classmate for setting the table and to imitate steps on a recipe   
I can put foods in appropriate categories based on instructions from the teacher or a classmate.   
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B. Interpersonal Speaking: 
I can exchange information with someone about how to identify healthy foods, purchase food, prepare meals, set the table, and order a meal 
at a restaurant.  
I can exchange information with someone about ingredients and steps needed to make a recipe and answer their simple questions when they 
don’t understand.    

4. Use memorized words and phrases to ask and respond to questions when ordering a meal from a culturally authentic menu.  CCSS/NJCCCS 
7.1.NM.B.4 
Interpersonal: 
I can order a meal from a target language menu.   
I can ask memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about foods found on an authentic menu. 
I can answer simple questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about foods found on an authentic menu.   

5. Present cultural products and imitate cultural practices related to food as found in age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials. 
CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.C.4 and 7.1.NM.C.5 

Presentational:   
I can use words, phrases, and memorized sentences to share information learned about food products and practice with others.  

a. I can use a graphic organizer to categorize foods popular in the United States and the target culture. 
        b.   I can use a graphic organizer to compare eating habits of teenagers in the home and target cultures.   

CONCEPTS  
WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW? 

Suggested Learning experiences 
What activities will help students develop skills and achieve the SLOS? 

 Names of common vegetables, fruits, grains, proteins, and dairy 

items  

 Guidelines for healthy eating (MyPlate.org)  

 Names of common ‘empty calorie’ foods 

 Vocabulary used to describe quantity (e.g. ounce, gram, pound, 

kilo, teaspoon, tablespoon, cup, and slice)  

 Vocabulary associated with table setting (plate, bowl, knife, fork, 

spoon, napkin, and tablecloth)  and commands 

 Adjectives used to describe food (e.g. sweet, salty, spicy, fresh, 

frozen, canned, and homemade)   

 Directions for a simple recipe (wash, cut, mix, bake, boil, serve) 

 Culturally authentic dishes, gestures and practices associated with 

eating  

 The structures necessary to:  

o Express thirst and hunger 

o Purchase groceries and pay 

o Order and pay for food (e.g. I would like, Please bring 

Interpretive: 
Interpret age- and level-appropriate authentic written and video/audio texts such as menus, 

supermarket advertisements, recipes, food blogs, and short video clips that focus on foods 

in the target culture.    Assessment of the interpretive mode may be in English; however, 

the text is always in the target language.   

 Identify main idea of an authentic text dealing with food products and practices.  

 Demonstrate comprehension of a series of oral and written directions as related 

to food products and practices. 

 Recognize and use common gestures and cultural practices associated with food. 

Interpersonal: 
Engage in short scripted and unscripted conversations with classmates, the teacher, and 

members of the target language community, in which they ask and answer questions  and 

express preferences related to food , products and practices.   

 Ask and answer memorized questions related to food preferences, products, and 

practices.  

 Give directions on how to set a table or prepare a meal 

 Engage in an unrehearsed conversation to buy groceries and order a meal.   
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me, I need, Do you have? And May I have my check?)  

o Currency from target culture and conversion to American 

equivalent  

The following items have already been assessed in previous units and are 

being recycled in this unit:  

The structures needed to: 

o Extend, accept, and refuse an invitation 

o State a preference 

o Express likes and dislikes 

o Indicate location 

o Express time 

o Compare  

o Present information using graphic organizers 

 Cultural experience:  a meal from the target culture 

 Grammar structures are taught in context.        

Presentational:  

Use lists, chunks of language, and memorized phrases to compare food preferences, 

products and practices in the home and target cultures.   

Present information related to food preferences, products, and practices in the target 

culture based on information found in age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic 

materials.  
 
Sample Assessment Tasks 
Formative: 
1. Quizzes including the three modes of communication and similar to activities  

completed in class: 

 

Interpretive- Answers may be in English.  Format may include true/false, yes/no 

questions, short answers, diagrams and other visual organizers, and drawing /interpreting 

pictures. Examples: Interpret an authentic restaurant menu, interpret a conversation 

between a waiter and a patron. 

 

Interpersonal- Format may be oral and/or written questions and short answers, short 

narration, and conversations, including imitation of social gestures. Teacher may 

videotape or audio-record activity for later evaluation and individual feedback.  Videos 

and audios may become part of the student’s performance portfolio, as evidence of 

student’s growth and progress. These recording shall not be made public at any time. 

Examples: a skit at the grocery shop or restaurant and writing a shopping list, menu for 

dinner,   recipe, or an invitation to dinner). 

Presentational: Address the class for brief presentations in the target language, such as 

description of a traditional meal in the target culture, and/or a multimedia rich 

presentation that compares healthy eating habits in both cultures.  Presentations may be 

done by individual students, pairs or small groups, for individual grades.)  
2. Daily interactions with peers and teacher utilizing target language and participation in 

class discussions 

3. Completion of daily class and homework activities utilizing the appropriate materials  

Summative 

Unit test including interpretive (reading and listening activities), interactive (a memorized 

or unscripted conversation with a peer or small group) and presentational (create a 

multimedia rich presentation in both home and target culture  in collaboration with 

peers) 

Benchmark: Measure student growth, knowledge and skills as they demonstrate 

mastery of the three modes of communication related to the Essential Questions 

(How do I purchase, describe, prepare, and order foods? What are some foods and 

dishes from the target culture?) and on the targeted Cumulative Progress 

Indicators (CPIs) and Student Learning Objectives (SLOS).    



World Languages Curriculum 7-8 Page 29 
 

Unit 6 Title : Celebrations           Grade: 8th  Performance Level: Novice-Mid Pacing: Start on Week 12 for 7 weeks durations 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 
Essential questions: What are some important life events and how do we celebrate them? 
Enduring understandings:    Family, community and religious celebrations influence who I am and strengthen my sense of belonging. 
Connections: Social Studies,  history, religion                                                      Cultures: National and family holidays 
Comparisons:    Holidays and family celebrations                                               Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the classroom 

Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore how members of the target culture celebrate important life 
events.  They compare celebrations in the home and target culture.   Grammar structures are taught in context  

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1. Skim and scan culturally authentic audio/video/written text, from electronic information sources and other sources to identify people, places 
and things related to cultural celebrations.  CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.A.1 and 7.1.NM.A.4 
 A. Interpretive Listening: 
I can recognize the names of people, places, dates, and times, and determine the type of celebration as found in short audio/video clips dealing 
with a cultural celebration (e.g. birthday party, national holiday celebration, community celebration).   
B. Interpretive Reading: 
I can recognize the names of people, places, dates, and times, and determine the type of celebration as found in written text dealing with a 
cultural celebration (e.g. party invitation, schedule of events for celebration).    

2. Ask and respond to simple questions related to holidays and other celebrations in the home and target cultures. 

CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.B.4 and 7.1.NM.B.5 

Interpersonal: 
I can ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) related to:  

a. The type of celebration 
       b. When an event takes place 
       c.  Where an event takes place 
       d. Who is invited to/coming to a celebration 
       e. What the dress is for the celebration 
       f. What activities take place during the celebration 
       g.  What types of food and drinks are prepared and consumed 

3. Copy and write words and phrases to create a multimedia rich presentation describing a celebration in the home or target culture. 

CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.C.1 and 7.1.NM.C.3 

Presentational:  Speaking and Writing  
I can use words, phrases and memorized sentences to create a multimedia presentation that provides basic details (e.g. when an event takes place, who 
attends, where it takes place, what people do, what people wear, why they celebrate) about a cultural celebration in my culture or the target culture. 



World Languages Curriculum 7-8 Page 30 
 

4. Sing an authentic song or recite a poem associated with a target culture celebration. CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.C.2 and 7.1.NM.C.5 
Presentational:  I can perform a song or poem from the target language about a cultural celebration without using any memory crutches. 

CONCEPTS  
WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW? 

Suggested Learning experiences 
What activities will help students develop skills and achieve the SLOS? 

 Names of holidays in the target culture and their 

dates 

 Seasons 

 Some places in town where celebrations might take 

place 

 Activities associated with planning , attending, and 

participating in celebrations 

 Some clothing 

 Structures needed to: 

o Ask and answer questions related to 

family members and family events 

o Ask and answer questions related to 

clothing  

o Ask and answer questions related to when 

holidays and celebrations occur 

o Describe typical holidays 

o Describe activities that take place during 

holiday celebrations 

o Compare and contrast celebrations in the 

home and target culture  

The following items have been previously assessed and are 

being recycled in this unit: 

 Family members 

 How people greet and take leave in a target 

culture(s) 

 Pastime activities 

 Food 

 Days of the week  

 Months of the year 

 Colors 

 Structures needed to:  

o Express time and date 

o Express likes and dislikes 

Interpretive: 
Interpret authentic written and video/audio texts related to celebrations (invitations, posters, 

radio/television/newspaper advertisements).  Assessment of the interpretive mode may be in 

English; however, the text is always in the target language     

 Identify culture-specific holidays, as found in culturally authentic 

calendars/video/audio/written texts. 

 Identify customs and traditions of target cultures, as found in culturally authentic 

video/audio/written texts.  

 Recognize names of family members as found in culturally authentic 

video/audio/written texts. 

 Identify articles of clothing and food as found in culturally authentic 

video/audio/written texts related to celebrations. 

Interpersonal: 
Engage in short scripted and unscripted conversations with classmates and teacher in which they 

ask and answer questions related to celebrations in the home and target cultures.  

 Ask and answer memorized questions related to family members.  

 Ask and answer memorized questions related to clothing and food.   

 Ask and answer memorized questions related to celebrations in the home and target 

cultures. 

 Discuss plans for a celebration 

 Describe celebrations in the home and target cultures. 

 Express likes, dislikes, and preferences related to activities associated with celebrations. 

Presentational: 

Use lists, chunks of language, and memorized phrases to compare celebrations in the home and 

target culture. 

 Perform a culturally authentic song/poem associated with a particular target culture 

celebration. 

 Create an invitation related to a target culture celebration. 

 Create a multi-media presentation comparing celebration food in the home and target 

culture 
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o State preferences  

o Describe 

o Compare  

Cultural diversity: Types of Celebrations 

Family and religion:  birthdays, Saint Day, weddings, 

wedding anniversaries, baptisms, graduations, First 

Communion 

 

Community and religion:  Patron Saint, Christmas, Holy 

Week, Carnaval/Mardi Gras, Day of the Dead 

 

Commemoration of significant historical events:  

Independence day, Cinco de Mayo, Bastille Day  

 

Cultural experience:  make invitations, decorations or 

masks and wear them as they watch a video segment on the 

specific holiday and eat a related snack. 

Sample Assessment Tasks 
Formative: 
1. Quizzes including the three modes of communication and similar to activities  completed in class: 

 

Interpretive- Answers may be in English.  Format may include true/false, yes/no questions, short answers, 

diagrams and other visual organizers, and drawing /interpreting pictures. Example: Interpret an authentic 

video or poster which focuses on a cultural celebration. 

 

Interpersonal- Format may be oral and/or written questions and short answers, short narration, and 

conversations, including imitation of social gestures. Teacher may videotape or audio-record activity for 

later evaluation and individual feedback.  Videos and audios may become part of the student’s performance 

portfolio, as evidence of student’s growth and progress. These recording shall not be made public at any 

time. Examples: writing a shopping list and menu for party; an invitation to a celebration; or a skit at a 

party. 

 

Presentational: Address the class for brief presentations in the target language, such as description of a 

traditional celebration in the target culture, and/or a multimedia rich presentation that compares holidays  

both cultures.  Presentations may be done by individual students, pairs or small groups, for individual 

grades.)  
2. Daily interactions with peers and teacher utilizing target language and participation in class discussions 

3. Completion of daily class and homework activities utilizing the appropriate materials  

 

Summative 

Unit test including interpretive (reading and listening activities), interactive (a memorized or unscripted 

conversation with a peer or small group) and presentational (create a multimedia rich presentation in both 

home and target culture  in collaboration with peers) 

 

Benchmark: Measure student growth, knowledge and skills as they demonstrate mastery of the 

three modes of communication related to the Essential Questions (What are some important 

life events and how do we celebrate them?) and on the targeted Cumulative Progress 

Indicators (CPIs) and Student Learning Objectives (SLOS). 
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Unit 7 Title: The community/Going Green Grade: 8th Performance Level: Novice- Mid Pacing: Start on Week 19 for 8 weeks duration 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 
Essential questions: What are some recreational and business places within the target language community? How do I find my way around? How do I purchase what I 

need?  What are some practices for reuse, reduce and recycle?  

Enduring understandings:  The recreational and commercial resources within a community influence where I go and what I do. 
Connections: Social Studies, science, Business                                                                        Cultures: the layout of a typical town 
Comparisons:  The layout of a typical town; reuse, reduce and recycle practices           Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the classroom 
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore and describe the home and the target culture communities, 
in regards to residential, commercial, governmental, and recreational places. Students research products and practices of the target culture(s) 
as they relate to reuse, reduce and recycle.    

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES (SLOS) 

1. Skim and scan culturally authentic target language materials from electronic information sources and print to identify words and phrases 
associated with places in the community, their location, and their purpose. Identify environmental products and practices of the target 

culture(s). CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1 NM.A.1 and 7.1.NM.A.4 
A. Interpretive Listening: 
I can understand words, phrases and directions related to places within the community, as found on video/audio advertisement sources 
I can understand some basic information related to reuse, recycle, and reduce as found in short video/audio clips  

a. I can recognize words associated with commonly recycled products (e.g. plastic, cans, paper, cardboard, batteries).  
b. I can identify common symbols of recycling and match them to the equivalent target language word. 
c. I can recognize renewable resources (e.g. water, electricity, paper). 

B. Interpretive Reading: 

I can understand words, phrases and directions related to places within the community, as found on printed sources 
I can understand some basic information related to reuse, recycle, and reduce as found in short written text (e.g. poster, public service 
announcement and blog).    

a. I can recognize words associated with commonly recycled products (e.g. plastic, cans, paper, cardboard, batteries).  
b. I can identify common symbols of recycling and match them to the equivalent target language word. 
c. I can recognize renewable resources (e.g. water, electricity, paper) 

2. Give and follow directions from one place to the next within the town and regarding environmental practices.  CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.B.2 
 Interpersonal:   
I can use  digital tools and face-to-face communication to:  

 Ask and answer memorized questions regarding the places in town and their purpose 

 Ask for and give directions to go from one place to another in town. 
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 Ask for help and pay for items at some shops (i.e. bakery, café, specialty shops, pharmacy, clothing store) 

 Suggest what my classmates and others should do with regard to reuse, recycle, and reduce (i.e. given pictures of common household 
items, I can suggest what should be done with them).   

 Respond to suggestions from my classmates and others with regard to reuse, recycle, and reduce and indicate when I don’t understand 
a suggestion.  [i.e. given pictures of common household items, I can categorize them (reuse, reduce, or recycle) based on suggestions 
from my classmates].   

3. Produce a multimedia rich presentation. CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.C.1 and 7.1.NM.C.4 
Presentational:  Speaking and Writing –  
I can use words, phrases, and simple sentences to create a multimedia presentation in which I compare my town with a town in the target 
culture, including practices of caring for the environment.  

CONCEPTS  
WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW? 

Suggested Learning experiences 
What activities will help students develop skills and achieve the SLOS? 

 Names of common buildings and places  in the community 

 The equivalents for street, avenue, road, highway 

 Simple directions to find a location within the town 

 Purpose of places in the community 

 Basic food, clothing  and pharmacy items 

 Symbols of recycling in target culture 

 Vocabulary associated with symbols of recycling  

 Recyclable categories 

 Vocabulary of renewable resources, such as water, electricity, 

and paper 

 The structures necessary to: 

o Ask for help and prices at a store 

o Give and respond to memorized commands associated 

with reduce, reuse, and recycle 

The following items have already been assessed in other unit(s) and are 

being recycled in this unit: 

 Colors 

 Numbers 

 The structures necessary to: 

o Indicate location 

o Compare  

 

Cultural Notes on:  

 traditional places in the target culture:  cafés, plazas, bakeries, 

small specialty shops, open air markets, 

Interpretive:  

Interpret authentic written and video/audio texts such as blogs, government sites, 

public service announcements, and short video clips that focus on communities and 

environmental practices in the target culture(s).  

 Identify places in the community and their purpose, as found on pictures, 

video and maps  

 Understand directions to and from various places from written or 

video/audio sources 

 Identify shops and their products based on recorded dialogs or printed 

sources 

 Identify renewable resources as found in authentic materials from 

electronic information sources and other sources. 

Interpersonal:   

Engage in short scripted and unscripted conversations with classmates, the teacher, 

and other target-language speakers in the community in which they ask and respond 

to questions regarding the community and environmental products and practices. 

 Ask and respond to memorized questions related to places in the 

community, their purpose and location.  

 Give and follow directions within a community in the target culture 

  Compare recycling products and practices in home and target cultures. 

 Compare environmental products and practices in home and target cultures.  

 

 Presentational:   

Use lists, chunks of language, and memorized phrases to describe communities and  

environmental products and practices in the home and target cultures 
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 Addressing neighbors and other unrelated adults as “Don and 

Doña” in Spanish or “Madame and Monsieur” in French 

Grammar structures are taught in context. 

Sample Assessment Tasks 
Formative: 
1. Quizzes including the three modes of communication and are similar to activities  

completed in class: 

 

Interpretive- Answers may be in English.  Format may include true/false, yes/no questions, 

short answers, diagrams and other visual organizers, and drawing /interpreting pictures. 

Example: Interpret an authentic video or poster which focuses on a community in the target 

culture. 

 

Interpersonal- Format may be oral and/or written questions and short answers, short 

narration, and conversations, including imitation of social gestures. Teacher may videotape or 

audio-record activity for later evaluation and individual feedback.  Videos and audios may 

become part of the student’s performance portfolio, as evidence of student’s growth and 

progress. These recording shall not be made public at any time. Examples: asking for and 

giving directions to a place in town; shopping for clothing, food or medicines; and/or asking 

for and giving advice on reuse, reduce and recycle practices.  

 

Presentational: Address the class for brief presentations in the target language, such as 

description of a traditional celebration in the target culture, and/or a multimedia rich 

presentation that compares communities in both cultures.  Presentations may be done by 

individual students, pairs or small groups. Grades are based on individual performance.  
2. Daily interactions with peers and teacher utilizing target language and participation in class 

discussions 

3. Completion of daily class and homework activities utilizing the appropriate materials  

 

Summative 

Unit test including interpretive (reading and listening activities), interactive (a memorized or 

unscripted conversation with a peer or small group) and presentational (create a multimedia 

rich presentation comparing a town in both home and target culture  in collaboration with 

peers) 

Benchmark: Measure student growth, knowledge and skills as they demonstrate 

mastery of the three modes of communication related to the Essential Questions 

(What are some recreational and business places within the target language community? 

How do I find my way around? How do I purchase what I need?  What are some practices 

for reuse, reduce and recycle?) and on the targeted Cumulative Progress Indicators 

(CPIs) and Student Learning Objectives (SLOS). 
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Unit 8 Title: Travel/Migratory animals             Grade: 8th  Performance Level: Novice-Mid Pacing: Start on Week 27 for 8  weeks durations 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 
Essential questions: Where can I go and how do I prepare to travel in the target culture? What is one migratory animal, its habitat and its 
need for migration? 
Enduring understandings:   Traveling provides new experiences, perspectives and opportunities to learn, to meet people and to speak the target language.   
Connections: Social Studies,  Economics,   Geography                                      Cultures: Natural and man-made attractions in the target culture 
Comparisons: Travel destinations  and migratory animals                               Communities:  Using target language in and beyond the United States 
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore travel destinations within the target culture, to make travel 
plans, to obtain necessary documents, and to rehearse procedures and situations. They explore migratory animals, their habitats and their 
need to migrate. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1. Skim and scan culturally authentic audio, video and text to identify information about travel destinations, travel plans and related documents, luggage, and 

means of transportation. Also, identify information about some migratory animals, their habitats, and the reasons for migration. CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.A.1 

and 7.1.NM.A.4 

A. Interpretive Listening: 

I can understand some basic information about travel destinations, planning a trip, means of transportation, obtaining a passport or Visa, purchasing a plane 

ticket, and packing for a vacation, as they may be found in culturally authentic electronic sources (i.e. radio, television, Internet). 

I can understand some basic information about migratory animals as found in short audio or video clips (i.e. animals, habitat, migratory path, reasons for 

migrating) 

B. Interpretive Reading: 

I can understand some basic information about travel destinations, planning a trip, means of transportation, obtaining a passport or Visa, purchasing a plane 

ticket, and packing for a vacation, as they may be found in culturally authentic print (i.e. travel brochures, newspaper, magazines, books). 

I can understand some basic information about animals as found in culturally authentic written texts (i.e. animal, habitat, migratory path, reasons for migrating). 

  

2. Ask and respond to memorized questions about travel destinations, travel plans and related documents, luggage, and means of transportation. Also, identify 

information about some migratory animals, their habitats, and the reasons for migration using digital tools and face-to-face communication.  CCSS/NJCCCS 

7.1.NM.B.1 and 7.1.NM.B.4 

Interpersonal 

I can use  digital tools and face-to-face communication to:  

a. Ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about travel destinations 

b. Ask and answer simple questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about travel plans 

c. Ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about weather conditions where I plan to travel. 

d. Ask and answer simple questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about travel documents, national currency and available transportation  

e. Ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about packing appropriate clothes and accessories 

f. Ask and answer simple questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about airport procedures.   

g. Ask for help and understand when someone is asking for help 

h. Ask and answer memorized questions (yes/no, either/or, and short response) about some migrating animals, why they migrate and what is their 

migrating path. 
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3. Use culturally appropriate gestures and imitate appropriate intonation for asking different types of questions in the target language (If appropriate in the target 

language).  CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.B.3 

Interpersonal: 

I can use culturally acceptable gestures to greet and take leave.   

I can adjust my intonation (raise or lower pitch) as appropriate for asking a question (yes/no, either or and short response).   

4. Retell highlights from age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic target language text orally or in writing that includes travel destinations in the target 

culture, weather, and a tour of a place.  I can also retell physical characteristics of migratory animals, their habitats, and their migratory patterns by creating a 

multimedia-rich presentation, based on the information found.  

CCSS/NJCCCS 7.1.NM.C.1 and 7.1.NM.C.4 

Presentational:  Speaking and Writing  

I can use words, phrases, and simple sentences to create a multimedia presentation using information I have learned from what I have read and listened to 

regarding  traveling within the target culture and animal migration including:  

a.  A video tour or digital photo album of “My trip” 

b.  Physical characteristics of one migratory animal and description of its habitat and migratory path 

CONCEPTS  

WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW? 

Suggested Learning experiences 

What activities will help students develop skills and achieve the SLOS? 

 Names and location of countries in the target culture 

 Steps   for planning a trip (i.e. budget, choosing a 

destination, choosing transportation and travel dates, 

checking the weather, choosing lodging, planning 

activities, packing, airport  and plane procedures) 

 Places of interest for a visitor: beach, mountains, parks, 

lakes, forests, ruins of ancient civilizations, colonial 

towns, shopping malls, monuments, museums, and 

restaurants 

 Means of transportation: car, bus, plane, cruise 

 Numbers up to 1,000,000 

 Common travel items (suitcase, clothing, personal items 

and medicines, camera, cell phone, passport, plane 

ticket, foreign currency, personal documents) 

 The structures necessary related to safety and health 

while abroad 

o Emergency phone numbers 

o Asking for help 

o Understanding someone who needs help 

 Seasons (Northern and Southern Hemispheres) 

 Structures necessary to describe the weather  

 Memorized and frequently practiced questions 

associated with characteristics of animals, migratory 

Interpretive: 
Interpret authentic written and video/audio texts such as blogs, stories, brochures, books, magazines, 

and short clips from movies and television that focus on traveling and migratory animal behavior. 

 Recognize names of countries and continents where the target language is spoken 

 Recognize new and familiar words related to travel 

 Take a virtual tour of a foreign city online and keep a travel journal 

 Recognize names and characteristics of migratory animals contained in culturally authentic 

materials using electronic information sources. 

 Interpret visual resources to complete a graphic organizer about travel and  the needs and 

physical characteristics of some migratory animals 

 Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages about traveling and 

migratory animals from culturally authentic materials.  

Interpersonal: 
Engage in short scripted and unscripted conversations with classmates, the teacher, and members of 

the target language community, in which they ask and answer memorized questions related to travel 

and animal migration. 

 Imitate appropriate intonation for asking different types of questions about traveling and 

migratory animals. 

 Ask and answer questions with classmates about their personal experience or wish for 

traveling abroad. 

 Ask and answer memorized questions with classmates about travel destinations within the 

target culture and places of interest to visitors 

 Ask and answer questions with classmates related to travel documents, foreign currency 

and packing for the trip 

 Ask and answer questions related to weather patterns in various places at different times of 

year 
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patterns, and basic survival needs of animals  

 

The following items have already been assessed in previous units 

and are being recycled in this unit:  

 

 Recreational activities  

 The structures necessary to:  

o Indicate location 

o Geography, countries and their capitals 

o Compare 

o Express likes and dislikes 

o Express physical and emotional feelings 

o Culturally acceptable gestures to greet and take 

leave.   

o Time difference  

o Celebrations  

Grammar structures are taught in context. 

 Ask and answer memorized questions related to airport and airplane procedures 

 Ask for help and respond to others who ask for help 

 Ask and answer memorized questions with a partner about different animals, their 

characteristics, and their needs for food, shelter, and survival. 

 Ask and answer simple questions related to reasons animals migrate using memorized 

words and phrases 

Presentational: 
Use lists, chunks of language, and memorized phrases to talk about travel and  animal migration, 

while using culturally appropriate gestures and intonations. 

 Choose a country and create a multi- media presentation or a  poster 

 Choose a migratory animal  and its travel pattern to create  a poster 

Sample Assessment Tasks 
Formative: 
1. Quizzes including the three modes of communication and are similar to activities  completed in 

class: 

Interpretive- Answers may be in English.  Format may include true/false, yes/no questions, short 

answers, diagrams and other visual organizers, and drawing /interpreting pictures. Example: Interpret 

an authentic video or poster which focuses on a community in the target culture. 

Interpersonal- Format may be oral and/or written questions and short answers, short narration, and 

conversations, including imitation of social gestures. Teacher may videotape or audio-record activity 

for later evaluation and individual feedback.  Videos and audios may become part of the student’s 

performance portfolio, as evidence of student’s growth and progress. These recording shall not be 

made public at any time. Examples: asking for and giving directions to a place in town; shopping for 

clothing, food or medicines; and/or asking for and giving advice on reuse, reduce and recycle 

practices.  

Presentational: Address the class for brief presentations in the target language, such as description 

of a traditional celebration in the target culture, and/or a multimedia rich presentation that compares 

communities in both cultures.  Presentations may be done by individual students, pairs or small 

groups. Grades are based on individual performance.  
2. Daily interactions with peers and teacher utilizing target language and participation in class 

discussions 

3. Completion of daily class and homework activities utilizing the appropriate materials  

Summative: Unit test including interpretive (reading and listening activities), interactive (a 

memorized or unscripted conversation with a peer or small group) and presentational (create a 

multimedia rich presentation comparing a town in both home and target culture  in collaboration with 

peers) 

Benchmark: Measure student growth, knowledge and skills as they demonstrate mastery of 

the three modes of communication related to the Essential Questions (Where can I go and 

how do I prepare to travel in the target culture? What animals migrate and where do they go?) 
and on the targeted Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPIs) and Student Learning 

Objectives (SLOS).  
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Suggested 7
th

 grade pacing by week 

1 
Intro to teacher, 

classmates, 

classroom, 

resources, and  

class rules 

2 

Unit 1 

*Lots of input in TL 

3 

Unit 1 

*Lots of input in TL 

4 

Unit 1 

*Lots of input in TL 

5 

Unit 1 

*Lots of input in TL 

6 

Unit 1 

*Lots of input in TL 

7 

Unit 2 

8 

Unit 2 

9 

Unit 2 

10 

Unit 2 

11 

Unit 2 

12 

Unit 2 

13 

Unit 2 

14 

Unit 2 

15 

Unit 3 

16 

Unit 3 

17 

Unit 3 

18 

Unit 3 

19 

Unit 3 

20 

Unit 3 

21 

Unit 3 

22 

Unit 3 

23 

Unit 4 

24 

Unit 4 

25 

Unit 4 

26 

Unit 4 

27 

Unit 4 

28 

Unit 4 

29 

Unit 4 

30 

Unit 4 

31 

Recycle and 

review 

32 

Recycle and 

review 

33 

Recycle and 

review 

34 

Recycle and 

review 

35 

Preview of next 

year’s content 

36 

Cultural 

celebration, awards 
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Suggested 8
th

 grade pacing by week 
1 
Intro to teacher, 

classmates, 

classroom, 

resources, and  

class rules 

2 

Bridge 

*Lots of input in TL 

3 

Bridge 

*Lots of input in TL 

4 

Unit 5 

 

5 

Unit 5 

 

6 

Unit 5 

 

7 

Unit 5 

8 

Unit 5 

9 

Unit 5 

10 

Unit 5 

11 

Unit 5 

12 

Unit 6 

13 

Unit 6 

14 

Unit 6 

15 

Unit 6 

16 

Unit 6 

17 

Unit 6 

18 

Unit 6 

19 

Unit 7 

20 

Unit 7 

21 

Unit 7 

22 

Unit 7 

23 

Unit 7 

24 

Unit 7 

25 

Unit 7 

26 

Unit 7 

27 

Unit 8 

28 

Unit 8 

29 

Unit 8 

30 

Unit 8 

31 

Unit 8 

32 

Unit 8 

33 

Unit 8 

34 

Unit 8 

35 

Recycle and 

review 

36 

Cultural 

celebration, awards 

 

 


